
 
 

          

 
Steamboat Springs, CO – The Board of Directors of the Mt. Werner Water and Sanitation District has 
completed the purchase of the Shop n Hop convenience store located along US 40 south of Steamboat 
Springs.  

The board made the decision to purchase the property to protect groundwater quality upstream of the 
District’s wellfields that provide 20% of the community’s potable water supply. The Yampa wellfields exist 
to provide an alternative to the Fish Creek source of public water and are not subject to contamination by 
wildfires. “Protection of our groundwater resource is of paramount importance to our community and is 
consistent with the mission of the District”, said Kathy Connell, President.  

The continued operation of the convenience store had become a concern of the District since contaminated 
soils and a 300-foot plume of contaminants were discovered on site in 2000. State-mandated remedial work 
was initiated in 2000 and the clean-up completed in 2011. However, the possibility of another sub-surface 
leak or surface spill or the effects of the cumulative surface contamination would continue to pose a risk to 
the community’s groundwater supply and the District’s multi-million dollar investment in wellfield 
infrastructure.  

The former owner had indicated plans to expand operations including the addition of diesel and higher 
margin products and food service to increase traffic and profitability. Such expansion would have increased 
the intensity of activity on the existing footprint and presumably would have also required expansion of the 
existing septic system.  

The former owner will close the store and fueling facility and will commence with de-commissioning the 
storage tanks and associated infrastructure this summer.  

About Mount Werner Water & Sanitation District 
The Mount Werner Water & Sanitation District treats and distributes water for the mountain resort area of 
Steamboat Springs and, under agreement with the City of Steamboat Springs, provides water to the City 
Water District for distribution to its customers. The District is the operator and co-owner of the Fish Creek 
Filtration Plant and the Yampa River wellfields. The District also provides the infrastructure for the 
collection of wastewater within the District that is treated at the City’s wastewater treatment plant west of 
Steamboat Springs. The Mount Werner Water District, formed in 1965, is a Special District pursuant to 
Colorado statute and is a political subdivision of the State of Colorado. An elected five-member board of 
directors governs the District. 
 
Mission Statement 
The Mount Werner Water District is committed to providing our customers the highest quality and most cost-
effective water and wastewater services in compliance with all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations 
while preserving public health, protecting the environment, and ensuring the utmost customer satisfaction.  We are 
equally dedicated to maintaining a work environment where every employee is recognized as a fundamental part of 
the organization, thereby encouraging teamwork and individual contribution.      
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